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CC/2026/02 
 

COMMITTEE ON CARCINOGENICITY OF CHEMICALS IN 
FOOD, CONSUMER PRODUCTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
Horizon scanning update – March 2026 
 
 
1. This paper presents the standing update on the table of topics raised under 
horizon scanning since 2024. Additionally other materials of interest flagged to or 
identified by the Secretariat are described. 

2. A presentation will also be provided at this meeting to outline the approach 
being developed by Bibra supporting the Secretariat for horizon scanning to continue 
the standing update presented at each COC meeting. 

Questions for the Committee  

3. Members are invited to consider the draft table and other topics, and:  

i. indicate whether there are any other topics that the Committee should 
be aware of; and 

ii. note whether any topics should be prioritised at this time. 
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March 2026 
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Other information and topics for COCs awareness 

4. At the July 2025 meeting, the COC had a presentation on the COM QSAR 
statement, and agreed to take forward a consideration of QSARs in the context of 
carcinogenicity and where they would complement other assessments. This could be 
added to the list of topics for progression, if Members agree. 

5. COC Members will wish to be aware of a recent COT Science and Research 
Special Topics Report on Benchmark dose modelling in a UK chemical risk 
assessment – framework. This report is provided in Annex B for ease.  
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CC/2026/02 Annex A 
 
COMMITTEE ON CARCINOGENICITY OF CHEMICALS IN FOOD, CONSUMER 
PRODUCTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
Horizon scanning update – March 2026 (Reserved 
business) 
 
 
Information paper: OPSS update on chemical hair straighteners 
 
 
This paper is attached for Members; it is provided to the Committee in confidence 
and is therefore not provided on the COC website. 
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